   First Evangelical Lutheran Church

1206 North St. Joseph - Gonzales, Texas 78629 – 830-672-2057
[bookmark: _Hlk55982156]Our Pastor:   Reverend Ildikó Rigney


	10:30am Worship Service - Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month
		                  (drive through communion is from 9:30 to 10:00)
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[image: Online Worship Information | Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, Audubon, Iowa]
Service is live streamed on Facebook @ 
    First Evangelical Lutheran Church   


[bookmark: _Hlk57800844]Sermon Only is on You Tube, Ildikó Rigney



Email:       firstevangelicallutheran@gmail.com      
Web Site:  www.felcg.org   
	Electronic Giving:   Go to Website, Click on Donate, follow the prompts.
[image: What Is Epiphany? | Epiphany, What is epiphany, Epiphany quotes]
We began 2021 by observing
Epiphany on Sunday, January 3.  	Epiphany is a Christian holiday primarily commemorating the Magi's visit to the baby Jesus and the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist.  Eastern traditions, which usually call the holiday Theophany, focus on Jesus' baptism, seen as the manifestation of Christ as both fully human and fully divine. 
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	         February 17, 2021
         Communion Worship at 6:00pm
						          Drive Through Communion at 5:00 – 5:30pm
Our Midweek Lenten Services will be held in the Sanctuary at 6:00pm
[image: Midweek Lenten Series - Epiphany Lutheran Church Dayton]
February 24

March 3

March 10

March 17

March 24

   March 31
[image: Free Pastors Corner Cliparts, Download Free Clip Art, Free Clip Art on  Clipart Library]  March 28 is Palm Sunday      April 1 - Maundy Thursday	      April 2 – Good Friday

[image: ]		  crucified
BY MY HAND?
FOR MY SAKE!
Lenten service series

What is YOUR role in the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ?  In what ways might you be considered responsible?  And in what ways do you benefit?  Week by week during the Wednesdays of Lent these concerns are dramatically addressed by Biblical characters who actually DID have a hand in the crucifixion of Christ.

Adam – who recalls forbidden fruit once grasped, and the outcome: “To dust you shall return.”

Nicodemus – who contemplates his silence in the face of the One through whom God would save the whole world.
Barabbas – who grasps the freedom (and the guilt) of having Another die in his place.
Judas – whose clutching search for power and riches leaves him tragically empty-handed.
Pilate – whose hand-washing inaction in the face of injustice leads to Jesus’ crucifixion.
The Thief’s Father – who witnesses the opening of the doors of paradise…even as his son is beckoned to a heavenly home.
This year unfortunately we are not able to hold a joint service with the Episcopal and Presbyterian churches for health reasons.  Our leadership decided that we would still like to hold our service and livestream it on Facebook on Wednesday evenings at 6pm, starting with Ash Wednesday, February 17.  
Ashes will be mixed with anointing oil and distributed in Ziploc baggies ready for you to self- impose.  They will be available at worship, mailed to shut-ins and given out in the car line on Ash Wednesday from 5-5:30pm.   
On the other Lenten Wednesdays please come to church or tune in to Facebook live at 6pm and follow our beloved Holden evening prayer, which our worship team is pre-recording for you at this time.  During the service we will meet Adam, Nicodemus, Barabbas, Judas, Pilate and the Thief’s Father.
We will also hold Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services at 6pm, and of course, Easter Sunday.
We will keep you updated to the safety protocols as time passes. 
We are also preparing special “Lent in a Bag” activities with symbols of the season to assist you in practicing Lent at home.  They and our new Lenten devotionals will be distributed/mailed during the week of Ash Wednesday. 
We pray that this Lent will be more meaningful than last year, as we almost mark a year (March 15, 2020) since we have not been able to worship in a “normal” way.
I look forward to this special time with you, and pray that we will all remain healthy and safe.  I send you my love and heartfelt prayers,
In Christ,
Pastor Ildikó

[image: Free Easter Lily Cliparts, Download Free Clip Art, Free Clip Art on Clipart  Library]			 April 4 – Easter Sunday 
Our long-honored tradition of placing Easter Lilies on the Altar in honor or memory of someone special will be different this year.  Our florists needed a confirmed order for 2021 Easter Lilies in June of 2020.  Due to the Pandemic, it was decided that we could not do that.  

We will use the same solution as we did for poinsettias at Christmas.  If you wish to continue this tradition, purchase your own lily (does not have to be from the florist; often HEB and Wal Mart have lovely plants.) Provide the office with information for your honoree NO LATER THAN Monday, March 29 to enable us to put the recipients in the bulletin.  The office will be open Monday, 3/29, Tuesday, 3/30 and Wednesday, 3/31 from 9:00am to 4:00pm.  Lilies may be dropped off on one of these days.  Our office will open 9am-12pm on Thursday, 3/31
If you have questions, please call the office at 672-2057.      

[image: ]
    January 5, 2021 Meeting Highlights  


The minutes of the December Council Meeting were read and accepted as read.

Pastor Ildikó presented her monthly report.

The majority of the meeting was focused on discussing the upcoming Lent Season.  
Ash Wednesday is February 17 and worship will be held in the Sanctuary as well as drive through Communion.  Beginning, Wednesday, February 24, Wednesday Lenten Services  will be held at 6pm through March 31.  Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday will be observed in the Sanctuary.  

We will continue to enter the church through the Baptismal door by the elevator.  Please  wear a mask during the service.  Bulletins and communion elements are available as you  enter.    

If you are not comfortable attending in person church, remember you can always watch the service on the Church Facebook Page (First Evangelical Lutheran Church).  If you need any help with this please let the church secretary know and we will help.

	
Fellowship Board, Chair, Ruth Ann Campion

The Board is looking forward to us being able to share a Fellowship Meal.  We wish all of You a Happy Easter.

Lay Ministry Board, Chair, Sherrie White
Our Board, Emmet Baker, Harold Grauke, Florence Baker and Sherrie White met on January 5 at 6:15pm.  Pastor Ildiko was also in attendance.

We discussion where we see First Evangelical Lutheran Church going in 2021 due to the current COVID 19 situation.  Lent and Easter services were discussed.  We would like to have all services in 2021 (taking all necessary safety precautions).  Please read your weekly bulletin for services and time.  We plan to live stream the services on Facebook.  
Stewardship, Chair, Marilyn Neuse
2020 Statements for contributions were mailed Monday, 1/18.  If you have questions, call Marilyn @ 713-410-7053.
[image: Faith Lutheran Church Bagley, MN Sunday School]


Beverly Pirkle will have Sunday School Class for AGES 3-6 on the first Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall From 10:00am to 10:20am.


Contact Beverly with questions.  


[image: A drawing of a person
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Please notify Jeanie Noack of any change.
[bookmark: _Hlk52451438]    February	  Robin White & Sherrie White
     March	  Brenda Grauke & Grace Watkins
     April	  Connie Kern & Jeanie Noack
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Lay Assistants to the Pastor

  February  	 Darrell Haug
  March		 Brent White
  April		 Michael Kuck




[image: Free Ushers Cliparts, Download Free Clip Art, Free Clip Art on Clipart  Library] Please refer to Harold Grauke with any questions or changes.
February	Emmet Baker, Jr.,  Ronald R. Baker,  Brent Baker
March	Harold Grauke,  Matt Wolff,  Corben Wolff
April	Bruce Tieken,  Steve Pirkle,  Madison Pirkle
 



[image: Thank You Clipart - 54 cliparts]

The family of Linda Null extends their THANKS to everyone for your prayers, cards, phone calls and text messages during her illness.  Thanks to those who gave flowers and memorials.  The beautiful luncheon was very much appreciated.  Special Thanks to Pastor for the lovely, heartfelt service she had for Linda.    		
			Sincerely, 
Ruth Ann Campion (Sister) and Robert Null (Brother)


[image: ]			

			No Anniversaries in February








	      March                            Date       Years

David & Ashley Tieken            2	  2
Clay & Lori Marek                 14	29
Matthew & Kaily Hillman     16	      2
Penny & Robert Lee	      27      28
Joel & Nancy Meador             31     15
	April                                 Date        Years

Herb & Carol Karnau		  3         3
Rebecca & Cody Hanscheck	16       10
James & Shirley Wolff		27	53




[image: ]
	February 
Dorothy Sutton	02/01
Kendall Fougerat	02/03
Wayne Hillman	02/03
Cody Oakes		02/07
Madison Pirkle	02/07
Brian Buesing	02/11
Anna Rigney	02/11
Richard White	02/13
Hagen Brown	02/15
Kevin Oakes	02/15
Le Ann Wolff	02/16
Madelynn Brown	02/17
Beverly Wegener	02/17	
Tinker Brown	02/18
Brent Baker	02/20
Barbara Hand	02/21
Don Vlasak	02/22
Richard Krum	02/23
Brent White	02/23
Carl Zella                02/23
Kelli Soefje              02/24
	March

Kaily Hillman	03/01
Harold Tieken	03/04
Gerald Tieken	03/04
Onie Baker		03/06
Matthew Hillman	03/08
Tanner Boulder	03/09
Olen Malaer=	03/10
Shelby Meredith	03/10
David Haug		03/11
Shirley Wolff	03/12
Mary Matejcek	03/13
Ruby Kelley		03/14
Marilyn Krum	03/16
Mary Jean Neuse	03/18
Terry Campion	03/19
Henry Schmidt	03/22
Janie Campion	03/30
	April
Asher Campion	04/01/20
Krystalynn Buesing		04/04
H. C. Schmidt	04/10
Grace Watkins	04/12
Lori Marek	04/14
Joe Matejcek	04/14
Mary Vera-Whalley	04/19
Charlotte Tieken	04/21
Hunter Tieken        04/22/14
Emalee Soefje	04/26
Colleen Marek	04/28

[image: birthday blessings clip art - Clip Art Library]
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	      Prayer is acknowledging and experiencing the presence of God and inviting His presence into our lives and circumstances.  It’s seeking the presence of God and releasing the power of God, which gives us the means to overcome any problem	
	
	Remember to Pray for our Church Family & Friends:

Home:    		Charlotte Tieken 	Florene Braune	 Sherry Metting 


Romberg House	The Texan			The Heights
Mabel Gray			Guy Moore			Bertha Cuevelier
             			Don Cain 			Evelyn Kocian
			Gerald Tieken		Rev. Don Vlasak
			Carl Zella			Barbara Wiedner
							

		Bereaved Family and Friends


				Carol Siepman
				Darlene Bruns
				Linda Null
				Dorothy Brandt

			Recent Prayer Requests
Sandy Baker (health)			     Florene Braune (health issues)
Mary Jane Vera-Whalley (surgery)	     Rachel Jones (fall) Colleen
Betty Nowotny (health)		     Ashley Stewart Family (B. Pirkle) 
John Zavadil (health)			     Sandie & Homer Dickie (Colleen) COVID
Donald J. Bennett (heart) (Maple)	     Connie & David Stanford (Colleen) COVID
Bill Heller (health) (Maple)		     Norma Turk

     			Continue to Pray for:
Alex Herd				       Greg Porter & fam (ALS, - S. Wolff Family)
Barbara Hand (recovering knee surgery)     James Watkins (Grace & Paul
Bruce Spain (health) Robin’s Dad	       Jarred Cook (Grandson of Ronald & Sandra Baker)       
[bookmark: _Hlk62121500]Callie Mae Haug			      Mark & Mary Watkins
Charles Kelly(cancer) Colleen’s  BIL             Maple Remschel
Charlotte Neuse (MJ Neuse)		       Pete Maierhofer (Cain’s brother)
Don Thomas (recovering knee surgery)   Ray Soefje (health) 
Dora Soefje				      Robert Matias
Emily Hunt (heart)			      Vivian Pelton (surgery for spinal stenosis-M. Whalley)
Gladys Campion			      Zachary Charanza (Ruth Ann’s nephew)

				Elgin’s Art From the Media Booth
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2021 Flower Chart Sign Up
Notify the Office if you choose to place 
flowers on the altar.

January
24  _____________________     
31  _____________________     

February 
07  _____________________ 
[bookmark: _Hlk31205944]14     Dora Soefje
17   ASH WEDNESDAY       
21    LENT 1~~~NO Flowers 
28    LENT 2~~~NO Flowers 

March   
07  LENT 3~-~NO FLOWERS
14  LENT 4~-~NO FLOWERS                    
21  LENT 5~-~NO FLOWERS
22  LENT 4~-~NO FLOWERS         
28  PALM SUNDAY~~~PALMS


April	
04   Easter Sunday 
 Easter Lilies will not be provided by the Florist (If you
 wish to place a lily on the altar, please do so and notify the 
office.  Names will be placed in the bulletin. 
 (same procedure  for poinsettias
11  _____________________
[bookmark: _Hlk31206779]18  _____________________ 
25  _____________________ 


May
02  Maple Remschel 
09  Mother’s Day
16  _____________________
23  Red flowers for Pentecost
30  _____________________



June
06  _____________________ 
13  _____________________
20  Father’s Day – Marilyn Neuse
27  _____________________

July 4    Mary Jane Vera-Whalley	
15  _____________________
22  _____________________
29_____________________

September 
05       Marilyn Neuse 
12  Picnic – No Flowers
19  _____________________
26 _____________________ 

October 
03  _____________________
10  _____________________
17  _____________________
24  _____________________
31  Reformation Day (Red Flowers)

November
07____________________
   All Saints Day (White Flowers)
14  _____________________
21  _____________________
28 Advent 1 – No Flowers 
(No Flowers During Advent)  

December
05 Advent 2  No Flowers           
12 Advent 3  No Flowers
19Advent 4  No Flowers
24 Christmas Eve Service-Poinsettias
       Poinsettias will not be provided by the Florist (If you wish to place one on the altar, please do so and notify the office.  Names will be placed in the bulletin.  (same procedure we used for lilies)
 
26 Poinsettias


			

[image: Valentine banquet clipart ]
1 John 4: 7
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BAPTISMS: Asher Ryan Campion — 12/6
FUNERALS: Linda Null - 12/14
WEDDING REHEARSALS:

WEDDINGS:

TRANSFERS:

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:

PASTORAL CARE:

Member Contact

Home Visitations without communion — 0
Office Contacts — 3

Hospital Calls — 0

Inactive Members - 0

Sick Visitation — 0
(Home Follow-up)

Nursing Home - 0

Counseling — 4

Private Communions — 2

Other -0

Total: 9

WORSHIP SERVICES CONDUCTED:

Drive through communion — on 1 and 3" Sundays

_PASTOR'S REPORT
DECEMBER 2020

Non-Member Contact
Good Samaritan - 1
Prospective Members - 0
Office - 0

Hospital Calls- 0
Counseling - 0

Sick Visitations - 0
(Home Follow-up)
Nursing Home - 0
Private Communions - 0
Other -0

Community Service - 0
Total: 1

TOTAL PEOPLE CONTACTED: 10

Worship with Facebook Livestream — December 6, 13, 20, 27 and Christmas Eve
The Heights, Romberg House and Texan Nursing Home Private Communion and visits — none, but delivering

devotionals to those who like to read.

TEACHING MINISTRY:

COMMUNITY FUNCTIONS:

SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS SYNOD/VICTORIA CONFERENCE:

Synod Zoom meetings with pastors and Bishop — Dec. 2

Deanery Zoom — none in December

Candidacy Committee Zoom — Panel meetings

12/16,

Candidacy 2 day Zoom retreat on December 17-18

for Sergio Rodriguez and Marie Melroe — 12/10, 12/11, 12/14,

CONTINUING EDUCATION: (Cumulative total 12 days, 0 hours —I am allowed 14 days)
Family Systems theory class with Dr. Doug Hester Zoom class — 12/16
Reading in the car: “Contemplative Prayer” by Thomas Merton — 3 hours

SPIRITUAL RETREAT (3 days allowed) — had none this year

VACATION DAYS: December 1, 7, 15, 22, 27(Sunday), 28, 29, 30 and January 4
Cumulative 28 days (including 4 Sundays) [Total allowed: 28 days, including 4 Sundays]

SICK DAYS: (Cumulative — 0 day)

BEREAVEMENT DAY - ' days on August 25 and 26
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MEDIA MINISTRY: § g
e (Weekly programming of Sanctuary media), monthly reporting copyright usage to CCLI and

Onelicense.net

Making changes on Church’s Facebook page

Interacting with members and non-members on Facebook, text messages and email

Making changes on our digital sign

Weekly recording of sermon and video editing and posting/broadcasting

EVENTS AND MEETINGS ATTENDED:

Board meeting — 12/1

Recorded songs for worship —12/2, 9, 16
Recorded sermon and posted — 12/3, 10, 17, 24
Morning circle — 12/8 — Bible study

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:

Online Theological conference on Dietrich Bonhoeffer — January 25-26
Ash Wednesday — February 17

Easter — April 4

Virtual Synod Assembly — June 4-6

7/24-28, 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN

PASTORAL JOYS AND CONCERNS:

« Imogene and Don Rainey letter content
e Letting go of what does not serve us, embracing and striving for what will grow us
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